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opens the prospect of the FRY (S&M)’s re-
joining fully the international community and
merits lifting, with respect to future trans-
actions, the economic sanctions imposed pur-
suant to Executive Orders 13088 and 13121.
Notwithstanding these positive develop-
ments, steps must still be taken to support
the ongoing efforts of the International
Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY) and to continue to counter the threat
that remains with respect to stability in the
Balkan region and the full implementation
of the Dayton peace agreement.

In resolution 827 and subsequent resolu-
tions, the United Nations Security Council
has called upon all states to cooperate fully
with the ICTY. In this connection, the ICTY
has issued an order that states determine
whether Slobodan Milosevic and four other
indicted persons have assets located in their
territories and, if any such assets are found,
adopt provisional measures to freeze those
assets.

Additionally, Slobodan Milosevic and
other persons currently or subsequently
under open indictment by the ICTY must
be held fully accountable for the violence and
atrocities they unleashed in the Balkans over
the past decade, and they must be denied
access to the economic and other means that
would support their further repressing de-
mocracy or promoting or perpetrating fur-
ther human rights abuses. The same holds
true for those persons assisting the indictees
and other blocked persons in their illicit ac-
tivities and those persons who, through re-
pressive measures or otherwise, illegitimately
exercise control over FRY (S&M) political in-
stitutions and economic resources and enter-
prises under the sponsorship of Slobodan
Milosevic and his close associates.

We heartily applaud the peaceful demo-
cratic transition that is underway in the FRY
(S&M) and we pledge to support President
Kostunica and other newly elected leaders
as they work to build a truly democratic soci-
ety. Unfortunately, however, we must recog-
nize the past and present capacity of
Slobodan Milosevic and other indicted war
criminals and their close associates or other
persons to foment ethnic conflict, repress de-
mocracy, and promote or perpetrate further
human rights abuses. This capacity continues

to threaten the stability of the Balkan region
and the full implementation of the Dayton
peace agreement and, therefore, still con-
stitutes an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the national security and foreign policy of
the United States. The actions we are taking
will assist the FRY (S&M) in ending its isola-
tion and returning fully to the international
community. They also express our con-
demnation of the violence and atrocities that
have plagued the Balkan region for the past
decade and will help prevent human rights
abuses in the future.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this letter.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
the Prohibition of Importation of
Rough Diamonds From Sierra Leone
January 19, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-

national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and section 301
of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1631, I hereby report that I have exercised
my statutory authority to declare a national
emergency in response to the unusual and
extraordinary threat posed to the foreign pol-
icy of the United States by Sierra Leone’s
insurgent Revolutionary United Front’s
(RUF’s) illicit trade in diamonds from Sierra
Leone to fund its operations and procure-
ment of weapons and by the RUF’s flagrant
violation of the Lome Peace Agreement of
July 7, 1999, between the Government of Si-
erra Leone and the RUF. I also have exer-
cised my statutory authority to issue an Exec-
utive Order that prohibits the importation
into the United States of all rough diamonds
from Sierra Leone except for those importa-
tions of rough diamonds that are accom-
panied by a Certificate of Origin or other
satisfactory documentation demonstrating
that the rough diamonds were legally ex-
ported from Sierra Leone with the approval
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of the Government of Sierra Leone. These
actions are mandated in part by United Na-
tions Security Council Resolution 1306 of
July 5, 2000.

The Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, is authorized
to issue regulations in exercise of my authori-
ties under IEEPA and the United Nations
Participation Act, 22 U.S.C. 287c, to imple-
ment this prohibition. All Federal agencies
are also directed to take actions within their
authority to carry out the provisions of the
Executive Order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
order I have issued. The order was effective
at 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on Janu-
ary 19, 2001.

I have authorized these measures in re-
sponse to the RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds
from Sierra Leone to fund its operations and
procurement of weapons and in response to
the actions and policies of the RUF in failing
to fully abide by the terms of the Lome Peace
Agreement of July 7, 1999. The people of
Sierra Leone have suffered the ravages of a
brutal civil war for nearly a decade. The
world’s conscience has been shocked by the
horrific actions of the RUF in Sierra Leone
during this conflict. The widespread crimes
against humanity perpetrated by RUF forces
include mass amputations, rape, summary
execution, and forced labor.

In late May 2000, United Nations Sec-
retary General Annan encouraged the U.N.
Security Council to consider taking measures
to prevent the RUF from reaping the bene-
fits of its illicit trade in diamonds that had
been plundered from Sierra Leone. On July
5, 2000, the U.N. Security Council adopted
Resolution 1306. The resolution determines
that the situation in Sierra Leone continues
to constitute a threat to international peace
and security in the region, expresses concern
at the role played by the illicit trade in dia-
monds in fueling the conflict in Sierra Leone,
and decides that all states shall take the nec-
essary measures to prohibit the direct or indi-
rect importation of all rough diamonds from
Sierra Leone to their territory. The resolu-
tion, in recognition of the economic impor-
tance of the legitimate diamond trade to Si-
erra Leone, further decides that rough dia-
monds controlled by the Government of Si-

erra Leone through a Certificate of Origin
regime shall be exempt from the trade em-
bargo.

Military forces of the Government of Si-
erra Leone and Military Observer Group
forces provided by the Economic Commu-
nity of West African States were engaged in
military operations’ in Sierra Leone against
the RUF until mid-1999. At that time, the
Government of Sierra Leone and the RUF
signed the Lome Peace Agreement, which
provides for an end to hostilities and the dis-
armament, demobilization, and reintegration
of the insurgent RUF forces. The United Na-
tions Security Council in U.N. Security
Council Resolutions 1270 and 1289 estab-
lished the United Nations Mission in Sierra
Leone (UNAMSIL) to facilitate implementa-
tion of the Lome Peace Agreement and to
provide security at key locations and govern-
ment buildings and at all sites of the disar-
mament, demobilization, and reintegration
programs, among other tasks. The Lome
Peace Agreement brought an end, sadly only
temporarily, to the killings and the atrocities
perpetrated by the RUF.

RUF forces have repeatedly violated the
terms of the Lome Peace Agreement
throughout this spring, when they engaged
in deliberate and unprovoked armed attacks
on U.N. peacekeepers and committed seri-
ous abuses against civilians and international
and national aid workers. In May 2000, as
UNAMSIL expanded its efforts to establish
monitoring and disarmament sites in or near
RUF-controlled territory, RUF forces initi-
ated military activity in those areas, killing
U.N. peacekeepers and capturing or isolating
hundreds of UNAMSIL personnel. These ac-
tions brought the disarmament, demobiliza-
tion, and reintegration processes agreed to
in the Lome Peace Agreement to a virtual
standstill and represent a direct hostile chal-
lenge to U.S. foreign policy objectives in the
region, which include restoration of peace in
Sierra Leone and promotion of democracy
and the rule of law throughout the region.
Failure to respond to this challenge would
encourage other potential rogue organiza-
tions to transgress the rule-based inter-
national order, which is crucial to the peace
and prosperity of the United States.
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For the reasons discussed above, the
RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds from Sierra
Leone and its flagrant violation of the Lome
Peace Agreement constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the foreign policy of
the United States. The measures we are tak-
ing will serve to bring an end to the illicit
arms-for-diamonds trade through which the
RUF perpetuates the tragic conflict in Sierra
Leone. They also reflect our outrage at the
RUF’s repeated, widespread, and serious vio-
lations of the Lome Peace Agreement and
the RUF’s continuing hostilities against the
people of Sierra Leone and UNAMSIL per-
sonnel.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this letter.

The President’s Radio Address
January 20, 2001

Good morning. Every Saturday for the
past 8 years, I’ve had the privilege of speak-
ing with you by way of this radio address.
Most often, I’ve talked about meeting our
common challenges with commonsense solu-
tions, practical, progressive steps to build an
America with opportunity for every respon-
sible citizen, a community of all Americans,
and a more peaceful, prosperous world.

We’ve had more than 400 of these Satur-
day conversations now, so it’s fitting that this
last one comes on my final day in office. This
is, of course, Inaugural Day, an extraordinary
day for freedom when the magic, the mys-
tery, the miracle of American democracy is
on full display.

The peaceful transfer of power from one
administration to the next, from one party
to another, may confound others around the
globe. But it reflects the underlying strength
of our Constitution and rule of law.

As my time in office comes to an end, the
most important thing I can say is a simple,
heartfelt thank you. Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to serve as your President and as Com-
mander in Chief to our fine men and women

in uniform. Thank you for the honor of work-
ing with you to build our bridge to the 21st
century.

Thank you for the prayers, love, and sup-
port you’ve extended to Hillary, Chelsea, and
me every single day. I also want to thank all
the men and women at the White House who
have worked so hard to help me do my job,
from the Secret Service to the Residence
staff, to those who keep the people’s house
open for all to enjoy. And I am forever grate-
ful to Vice President Gore for his extraor-
dinary leadership and service, to my Cabinet,
and to all others who have served with me.

For 8 years, we’ve done everything in our
power to reach beyond party and beyond
Washington to put the American people first,
overcoming obstacles, seizing opportunities.
That’s what these radio addresses have been
all about.

These Saturday talks have often marked
action taken to make our schools stronger,
our environment cleaner, our food safer, our
health care more secure. Some have been
big steps and some smaller. But every step
has moved us forward, and taken all together,
they have made an enormous difference in
the lives of our people. And we’re not done
yet.

I pledged that I would work until the last
hour of the last day. Well, here we are. So,
this morning, we’re building on our commit-
ment to make our streets safer by awarding
more than $100 million to fund 1,400 more
police officers in communities throughout
our land.

Back in 1992 I promised that we would
fund 100,000 police officers across America.
With this announcement, we will have fund-
ed 110,000. That’s 110 percent of our goal.
And I thank our police officers for giving 110
percent to the job. That’s a big reason crime
is down to a 25-year low.

Now, my job as your President draws to
a close, and the work of our new President
begins. I want to wish President-elect Bush,
Vice President-elect Cheney, their families,
and entire administration the very best. I
know you do, too. Thanks to your work, he
takes the reins of a nation renewed, ready
to move into a new century and a whole new
era in human affairs. I join every American
in wishing him Godspeed.


